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be robbed of its dignity without them. Village economy
cannot be complete without the essential village indus-
tries such as hand-grinding, hand-pounding, soap-mak-
ing, paper-making, match-making, tanning, oil-pressing,
etc. Congressmen can interest themselves in these and,
if they are villagers or will settle down in villages, they
will give these industries a new life and a new dress.
.Ml should make it a point of honour to use only village
articles whenever and wherever available. Given the
demand there is no doubt that most of our wants can be
supplied from our villages. When we have become
village-minded, we will not want imitations of the West
or machine-made products, but we will develop a true
national taste in keeping with the vision of a new India
in which pauperism, starvation and idleness will be un-
known.
Constructive Programme^ p.  15

Compost Manure

Given the willing co-operation of the masses of
India, this country can not only drive out shortage of
food, but can provide India with more than enough.
This organic manure ever enriches, never impoverishes
the soil. The daily waste, judiciously composted, returns
to the soil in the form of golden manure causing a sav-
ing of millions of rupees and increasing manifold, the
total yield of grains and pulses. In addition, the judici-
ous use of waste keeps the surroundings clean. Arid clean-
liness is not only next to godliness, it promotes health.
Harijan, 28-12-*47

Village Tanning

Village tanning is as ancient as India itself.   No
one can say when tanning became a degraded  calling.